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	What I see now has been altered by what I know I can manipulate, freeze, and capture.  Over the course of summer 2012, photography has not been training my mind on how a camera functions; it has been using a camera to train my mind how to capture what it convinces my eyes to see.  Using visual elements within the guidelines of composition has really empowered my creative ambitions to focus through the lens of a camera.
	I have taken pictures throughout my life.  I have picked up cameras, wondered what all of the functions controlled, and pointed it aimlessly at a subject trying to capture a thousand moments.  I want to create images the way my mind sees them.  I want to capture moments the way that I experienced them that pointing a camera alone cannot express.  I have made great strides towards that vision through my summer studies of the art of photography.
	Lighting scenes has always frustrated me.  I had issues with my images even in bright daylight.  My problem with light is I didn’t know how to paint with it.  I wasn’t aware that I needed light as much as I needed a subject, and I needed to learn how to persuade it into conveying my emotions about my images.  Beyond what I see, there were limits to my equipment’s capabilities to estimate what I needed.  Having multiple sources and temperatures of lighting can distort the truth of an image.  I never knew correcting the issue was as simple as focusing a camera on a gray piece of cardboard.  It is a wonderful miracle.
	Capturing a moment painted with light still doesn’t satisfy the visions I imagine.  Composition in photography was as foreign to me as the terms “aperture” and “histogram,” however it is the key to transforming images from what is in front of me to what my mind interprets of the world around me.  I used to believe that what I saw was presented truthfully in front of me; I have learned the only truth that the impact an image has is in me, and I must use methods to visually express those truths.  Composition has to be an extension of my ability to press a shutter button.  Life happens too quickly to not have perfunctory abilities in composing images.  I know I still have thousands of images to capture before I can honestly extend my visions through the lens of a camera.    
